
I can�t believe that it is that time of the year again. Could somebody 
please tell me where the year disappeared? Or is it because we were kept 
busy doing what God wanted us to be busy with, that we didn�t see it go by 
so fast. Yea, I think that is what it was.

The year for me has been a challenging yet enjoyable one. As I said earlier we 
were very busy doing the things I believe God called us as a community to do. And none of these 
would have been possible without the support and commitment from you, the congregation.

The manner in which most of you all graciously received Paddy, was one such instance.  I think we all 
remember his nervousness when he did his first sermon but that soon passed and we have been 
blessed to have him in our pulpit.   

We also welcomed Gavin as our Youth Pastor. I once again say thank you to the sponsor (who 
wishes to remain anonymous) for sponsoring Gavin�s stipend for the whole year. Gavin was the baby 
in the mix, but we have seen him grow in stature this year and he has proved his worth. The youth 
has grown from about twelve young people to about thirty. He has big plans with the youth for the 
New Year and we will need folk to help sponsor his stipend for 2010. 

There were other highlights for me throughout the year. Being an Oasis for the people of Benoni 
and beyond has again been possible through YOU and our outreach teams like Bula. Monthly            
reports show how many folk�s lives have been changed for the better. There have been families              
reunited, abused children and women cared for, birth certificates and ID�s obtained, HIV status 
checked, people counseled. There was also the graduation of three social auxiliary workers under the 
guidance of Brown Mhlanga. Some of the EPWP�s (Extended Public Works Program) workers               
getting credits for their ongoing learnerships is also a feature of Bula Monyako. This means people 
can become employable. Harvest Care has been feeding the hungry and thirsty folk who are on the 
streets. That team has also grown this year and we thank God for sending us the hands from all           
religious backgrounds.

This year also saw the transformation of our chapel, kitchen and library. I think that it looks very 
snazzy. And there will be more building taking place in the New Year. We applied to the Lotto for a 
grant to build a VCT clinic, feeding area for our folk from the streets (in Cape Town we call them  
Bergies and I hear we call them STREETIES here in Gauteng), and a Youth centre and this has been 

approved by them. 

But as ministers it has also been our duty to see to the Spiritual Growth of 
our congregation. When Paddy and I got together at the beginning of the year 
we looked at how this would be done. So we planned the two �KNOW AND 
GROW� series based on �The God Hunt� and �Old Testament Challenge on          
Developing a Heart for God�. Through it I was personally stretched and grew 
my own spirituality and I trust that it was the same for you. And as usual, our 

Easter experience was also very special. You may recall our theme was �A Journey into the Heart of 
Jesus� - it also made my walk with Christ a closer one.
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The other highlight for me was to have Rev. Delme Linscott come and lead our mission. His 
theme was �Living in Grace�. I hope that those of us who attended were blessed. I did have some 
positive feedback and those who only heard him preach on the Sunday seemed to have felt that 
they should have made the effort to come out to the services in the week as well. How does the 
saying go - �you snooze, you lose�.  

The Healing Services also took on a new dimension and we were searching for what can work for CENTRAL. 
While we have the �occasional� service as part of the normal Sunday service, we also have Wednesday evening         
services with communion and healing. So when you are not feeling well, don�t think that you cannot come; Christ 
waits to welcome us. We have been blessed to see some real miracles and testimonies to it have been heard on 
Sunday mornings. 

Added to the spiritual growth of our community has been the feature of Saturday Morning Prayer Time in the 
chapel. We meet at 7:00 and everybody is welcome. Please come and join us.  

And so it is our hope that in some small way we were able to grow you spiritually this year. If not, I would like to 
hear from you. My door will always be open.

But here we are and it�s the Christmas season again. And while this Season is always a special occasion, often at 
Central there is the bitter-sweet about it at this time of year. The sweetness is because we remember it as the             
season we celebrate the birth of our Lord. The bitter - well, because we bid farewell to people we have come to 
love and who served us well. 

This year we say goodbye to Paddy (and for those who never knew his actual name is Thembinkhosi) and Sesethu, 
his wife. Paddy, while with us this year, was ordained in September and once again friend, from Central we wish 
you the very best as you serve the Lord in the future. To the Gadini family - we thank you for sharing your love 
with us and allowing us to share our love with you. You have certainly left an ineradicable mark on our lives. A 
mark that we will always cherish. So we are very sad that you will be leaving us at the end of the year, but go with 
our blessing and serve God�s people well. 

Lastly, thank you all once again for making Paddy and me look good. Your love and support in our ministry              
together is only possible when you get involved. This is also your ministry. It allows you to put into practice your 
faith. If you haven�t yet found your niche, let�s talk. 

And finally, allow me to use this opportunity, on behalf of Carol, Damien              
Tarryn and me, to wish each and every one of you a blessed Christmas. Our wish 
is that the Christ of Christmas will again become so real in your lives that your 
experience of Him will bring only joy, peace, hope and love. Our wish is also 
that the New Year will be filled with new opportunities and that all your dreams 
will become reality.

To those travelling, may God�s protection be on you and we will see you in the New Year. 
Benoni is a good place to be.
Your Pastor
HILTON 
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God has His hand on our church as He keeps our finances under control 
and is guiding your Leadership to do the work that He is Blessing.  During 
our busy Christmas programme we are hoping to pack and deliver 1 000 
meals on Christmas day to those in need in Benoni and surrounding areas.

On the 6th December, we will say goodbye to the Rev Paddy Gadini and his 
family as God leads them to minister in the Ermelo circuit. We wish them 
well in their future and pray God�s travel mercies on them so they can be a 
Blessing to Ermelo as much as they were to us at BCMC. Come back and 
visit us Paddy. 

We are also Praying that you will �Catch the Vision� of continuing to 
employ Gavin Towsen as our Youth Pastor for 2010 as great things are 

happening in the youth at BCMC and in the community.

2010 will be another Blessed year.  As we start to build our new Bula and 
youth centre, there will be opportunities to learn and grow and I encourage 
you to become involved in the life of Benoni Central as we continue to find 
ways to reach out to the lost in Benoni. 

Will you be Christ�s hands and feet in Benoni in 2010?
To Hilton, Carol, Damien & Tarryn - thank you for your love, friendship & guidance during a busy 2009.
To the office staff and caretakers - thank you for all you do to ensure the efficient running of the office 
and to making our Sunday services so meaningful. 
On behalf of your Elder Board, we will continue to serve you at BCMC to the best of our abilities                
and will do all we can to ensure that Benoni Central continues to be an Oasis in Benoni and a �Great 
Place To Be�.
God Bless 
COLIN HARDY

Wow - what happened to the year?
I don�t know about you but Christmas has come around way too fast. I haven�t done what I wanted to 

do in 2009 but we are now planning Christmas meals!

2009 has been an awesome year in many ways as we have 
experienced the work of the Holy Spirit at BCMC.

Our monthly Healing services were amazing and they have now found a weekly home on a Wednesday 
night.
The Know & Grow series and Walk through the Old Testament was an enriching experience.
The look of the new Library, which now has a permanent home is great and even though the Corner 
House Kitchen is smaller, it is modern and user friendly.
The changes in the admin offices has also given us a new dimension and created additional offices.
Your Executive and Elders and other members of the congregation have been meeting as a prayer 
group every Saturday from 7h00 to 8h00 to listen and discern God�s plan for BCMC.
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This is a track that I happened to fall in love with.  It�s being sung by Cece 
Winans in the album titled Alone in His presence.  It is as if she echoes the 
words that are in my mind all the time saying: �All because of you� no     
matter what happened and happens� it�s all because of you, being good or 
what� all that I did and do, it�s all because of you�. 

2009 has come and is passing quickly. It has been a time for me and family to 
start a new family with the Benoni Central community. A totally different 

culture, people and traditions were just there before us.  The question that I had after my first service was: 
�Am I going to be able to adapt to this environment?�.  It has been a time which our church terms as cross
-cultural ministry, a time of fear because you have to put aside what you are used to in your own culture 
but learn new things. 

This year in my life was a time of �learning curves�, where I explored many things and discovered the gifts 
that God has in store for me.  

I would like first to give thanks and praise to the Almighty God, who has made it possible for me to take 
this journey and strengthened me all the way.

Secondly to Hilton, who has not only been my Superintendent but a father, friend, 
and a facilitator to my ministry.  Thanks �Boetie�, for giving me an opportunity to  
minister cross-culturally.  If you were not in this circuit last year as a Superintendent,  
I don�t know where I would be by this time. 
Thank you Hilton and your family, for your love, care and an exemplary leadership. 

To the Elders and Executive who have been there motivating me and walking alongside me, thank you 
guys; keep it like that!
The family of Christ, the members of this community, what a family, full of warmth and care, thank you 
guys.
The staff of BCMC - MamaG, MamaDi, Lorena, Gav, Denise, Bethuel, Mapops - thanks guys. 
To my friends at Eddy House - thank you a lot.

Allow me to say in conclusion that there is a lot that I have learnt from this community that I believe will 
be an asset to my call, ministry and life. 

All because you cared, loved and opened your arms and made sure that you played your role in nurturing 
me and my family.  Today I am who I am because of you�

May God bless you all the time.  We shall miss you.  Keep us in your prayers. 
SHALOM 
PADDY GADINI
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�In your quiet times or busy times, God has a quiet place for you to rest. It is a place of still waters.  His waters are 
present to wash you, delight you, and refresh you. He will bring you rest from all your fears, worries, cares and 
anxieties.  In His quiet place there is no weight upon you, no confusion around you, and no clouds over you.

It is the place where you can peacefully open your heart to Him.�

These are words from Roy Lessin�s booklet �Blessings of Hope�, and they bring to mind the oasis that 
BCMC offers to our members and those of the community around us.   This oasis comes in many forms, 
one of which is Pastoral Care and its various ministries.

Pastoring Sessions
Previously known as �counselling� until Government legislated that only professionally qualified people 
will be known as �counsellors�.
84 sessions were conducted during the year, in addition to which visits were made to members of BCMC 
and others in the community of Benoni in hospitals, retirement homes and private residences by the   
Pastoral Assistant.  Grateful thanks to Heather Crossan who has been visiting residents at Fairleads and 
pastoring various staff members, and to Sarah Pohle who has been assisting with Pastoral Care activities 
at BCMC during the year.
Future Plans - Expansion of the Pastoral Care team in 2010.

Training in Pastoral Care
A highlight of 2009 has been the close liaison with the Pastoral 
Care Centre at Northfield Methodist Church and attendance at 
various training courses offered through them, as listed below:

A Journey in Intentional Living run by Surie Dobie.  
A 5 day course dealing with aspects of Self Esteem and Self            
Acceptance, Assertiveness, Loneliness and Relationships,   
Boundaries, Bitterness, Forgiveness and Healthy Parenting.  Alida 
Windell and Daphne Hawley also attended this course.

Narrative Conversations with Gys Els B.A. (Hons.) B.D. M.A. (Clinical Psychologist) D.A
Three 2-day workshops were held from July through September focusing on Narrative Conversation as a 
tool in pastoral work.  During this time, weekly morning practice sessions were conducted at Northfield.  
Supervision and practice sessions are currently held on a regular basis.   As a result of this training, all 
�pastoring sessions� are conducted in the Narrative Model of working.

Other training included: 

Mike Endicott � Spiritual Healing: A week-long training and Healing Services at Alberton Methodist Church 
was attended together with the BCMC Healing Team in November;  Rosebank Union Church � a further 
training workshop on Narrative Conversations was attended;  Bedfordview Methodist Church - attended a talk 
on Pastoral Work and visited their new Pastoral Care Centre;  Basic Course in Christian Pastoring - Mike 
Heatlie conducted this training over a 7 week period which was attended by 6 members of BCMC and 1 
from Northfield.
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